
Back to School Safety Reminders 
Risk: Student Pedestrian and Traffic Injuries 

As students prepare to return to school in the coming weeks, the National Safety 
Council (NSC) and First Students remind motorists to be safe and share the road with 
school buses, bicyclists, and pedestrians. 

Research has shown that distracted drivers look at but fail to see up to 50 percent of the 
driving environment, including students, pedestrians, and bicyclists, said NCS President 
and CEO Janet Froetscher. The back-to-school season is an excellent reminder to be 
responsible drivers as we all share the roads. 

Preventing Student Injuries 

Walking to School 

Review your family’s safety rules; practice walking to school with your child 

- Walk-on the sidewalk, if one is available
- When on the street without a sidewalk, walk facing traffic
- Before crossing the street, stop and look left and right and left again to see if cars

are coming
- Make eye contact with drivers before crossing and always at crossroads at

crosswalks or intersections
- Stay alert and avoid distracted walking

Riding a Bicycle to School 

Teach your child rules of the road; practice riding route to school with your child 

- Ride on the right side of the road, with traffic, and in single file
- Come to a complete stop before crossing the street; walk bikes across the street
- Stay alert and avoid distracted riding
- Make sure your child wears a properly fitted helmet and bright clothing

Riding the Bus 

Teach and practice school bus safety rules with your children 

- Go to the bus stop with your child; teach them the proper way of getting on and
off the bus.

- Teach your child to stand six feet (or 3 giant steps) away from the curb
- If your child must cross the street in front of the bus, teach them to walk on the

side of the road until they are 10 feet ahead of the bus. Your child and bus driver
should always be able to see each other.



Driving your Child to School 
 
Stay alert and avoid distracted driving 

- Obey school zone speed limits and follow your school’s drop-off procedure 
- Make eye contact with children who are crossing the street 

 

Useful Resources: 

www.nsc.org/back2school 

www.firststudentinc.com 

 

 

 

http://www.nsc.org/back2school
http://www.firststudentinc.com/

